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During this wave of the COVID-19 outbreak, the Medicines Optimisation team continue to review the COVID-19 related 

guidelines on the OCCG website to ensure all guidance and information are still relevant and up-to-date. Please refer to 

the FAQ document for any COVID-19 related questions on prescribing, or contact the team on occg.medicines@nhs.net.  

 

The Medicines Optimisation Team have pharmacists and a pharmacy technician trained on COVID vaccine handling and 

preparation, and are potentially able to support in vaccine clinics in various ways. Alternatively, if there are any other 

roles that we could support with we are happy to consider (including business as usual). Please get in touch with the 

team if you require any support. 

 

Dapagliflozin has been added to the formulary as Amber Continuation for the treatment of chronic heart failure, in line 

with NICE TA679. Some further guidelines to support prescribers in primary care will be published on ClinOx in early 

June, including updated Heart Failure Guidelines.  

Dr James Gamble, Consultant Cardiologist at OUH, has also kindly agreed to provide an education webinar. The details 

are listed below: 

• Tuesday 29th June 1pm, Microsoft Teams 

• For invite please email occg.medicines@nhs.net  

The session will cover an update on heart failure drug management, including recently introduced therapies, 

dapagliflozin and sacubitril/valsartan. The webinar will be recorded and made available on ClinOx for those unable to 

attend.  
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This newsletter is written by the Medicines Optimisation Team, 
Oxfordshire CCG (OCCG), Jubilee House, Oxford Business Park 
South, Oxford, OX4 2LH. It is for all health professionals in 
Oxfordshire and is uploaded to the OCCG website. For queries, 
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Please let us know if you are receiving this newsletter and it is 
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In line with the local formulary position, when prescribing fentanyl transdermal patches, the cost-effective patch of 

choice is Fencino®. 

 

As a cost comparison the NHS listed price of Fencino® versus a generically prescription is provided below, 

Strength Generic Fentanyl 

(5 patches) 

Fencino ® (5 

patches) 

Cost saving (5 

patches) 

Annual Cost 

saving 

12mcg/hr £12.59 £8.46 £4.13 £99.12 

25mcg/hr £17.99 £12.10 £5.89 £141.36 

50mcg/hr £33.66 £22.62 £11.04 £264.96 

75mcg/hr £46.99 £31.54 £15.45 £370.80 

100mcg/hr £57.86 £38.88 £18.98 £455.52 

  

It is also worth noting that writing a script for a generic fentanyl patch will result in patients receiving cost effective 

patches, such as Fencino®, but the saving to the NHS will not be realised. In order to achieve the saving above the script 

must be written as Fencino® 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In line with other national immunisation programmes, Public Health England (PHE) will supply this vaccine 

from 1 June 2021 for the routine immunisation programme and immunisation of those with underlying 

medical conditions, rather than providers locally procuring the vaccine. 

 

Providers are reminded that, in line with other programmes, once they are using centrally procured vaccines, they 

will not be able to submit claims for vaccine reimbursement. We recognise that as you transition to use of centrally 

supplied vaccine you may for a short time have both locally procured and centrally supplied vaccine available for 

use and that this may lead to errors in reimbursement claims. To minimise this, you are encouraged to use all 

locally procured vaccines before 1 June 2021 or soon after. 

 

From 1 June, the vaccine will be available to order from PHE’s ImmForm website. Please ensure you have an 

account to enable access. Details of ordering controls will be made available on ImmForm news and Vaccine 

Update in due course. See the ImmForm helpsheet for information on registering for an ImmForm account. 

 

Once the change in supply route occurs in June, providers should prioritise previously unvaccinated individuals and 

booster doses in the same order of priority recommended since late 2017. Detailed clinical guidance on 

pneumococcal immunisation is contained in chapter 25 of Immunisation Against Infectious Disease (the Green 

Book). 

 

Cost-Effective Fentanyl Patch Prescribing 

 

Change to the supply route of pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (Pneumovax®23) for the national 

immunisation programme 

So What? 
➢ Please prescribe all Fentanyl patches, where indicated, as the brand Fencino® 

https://portal.immform.phe.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-register-immform-helpsheet-8
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book#the-green-book
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book#the-green-book
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GPs may issue the first prescription for donepezil, galantamine, rivastigmine or memantine for patients diagnosed with  

Alzheimer's disease following a recommendation by specialist or clinician with specialist expertise. For people with an 

established diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease who are already taking an AChE inhibitor, GPs may start memantine 

treatment for patients without seeking specialist advice.  

 

AChE inhibitors should not be initiated in primary care for certain patients where referral to a specialist service is 

recommended, such as patients under 65yrs, patients with other psychiatric or behavioural disturbances and patients 

with Parkinson’s disease. 

 

So what?  

Be aware of the Primary Care Prescribing Protocol to Support the Diagnosis and Management of People with 

Dementia guideline and when it is not appropriate to initiate prescribing in primary care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Department of Health has a strong recommendation that the maximum quantity of Schedule 2, 3 or 4 Controlled 
Drugs (CDs) prescribed should not exceed 30 days; exceptionally, to cover a justifiable clinical need and after 
consideration of any risk, a prescription can be issued for a longer period, but the reasons for the decision should be 
recorded on the patient’s notes. 
 
We have been made aware that, in some routine cases, prescriptions are being issued for longer periods and request 
that the above recommendation is adhered to. 
 

 

 
▪ To report a CD incident or request a CD witness authorisation, please go to: www.cdreporting.co.uk and select 

'South East' 
▪ For private prescriber queries or general CD queries, please email england.southeastCDAO@nhs.net  
▪ For urgent matters relating to CDs which involves suspected theft, please inform the police in the first instance if you 

have not already done so. 
 

 

The Oxfordshire melatonin Shared Care Protocol (SCP) now includes melatonin 1mg/ml liquid. Due to safety concerns 

over the other liquid products (including the licensed Colonis product) when used in children and adolescents aged 0 - 

18 years, it is essential that either Kidmel or Martindale brands are prescribed/supplied for these patients. This is due to 

the level of certain excipients such as propylene glycol, sorbitol and ethanol found in some products. 

 

Below is information about how to order the two brands included in this SCP. Both are unlicensed specials. 

Prescribing of drugs for dementia  

CD Incidents and Queries 

 

Melatonin Oral Solution 1mg/1ml  

Prescribing Controlled Drugs (CDs) 

 

https://clinox.info/clinical-support/local-pathways-and-guidelines/Clinical%20Guidelines/Prescribing%20Protocol%20to%20Support%20People%20with%20Dementia.pdf
http://www.cdreporting.co.uk/
mailto:england.southeastCDAO@nhs.net
http://oxccgportal.multi2.sitekit.net/clinical-support/local-pathways-and-guidelines/Prescribing/Melatonin%20Shared%20Care%20Protocol.pdf
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Medicine Brand Manufacturer How to order 

Melatonin Oral 

Solution 

1mg/1ml 

200ml SF AF 

KidMel 

1mg/ml 

Veriton Pharma Either request via wholesaler (accounts are already set up with 

most wholesalers) OR 

Set up an account directly with Veriton Pharma. 

Phone: 01932 690325 

Email: info@veritonpharma.com 

 

Melatonin Oral 

Solution 

1mg/1ml 

200ml SF FF AF 

- Martindale Pharma Set up an account directly with Martindale Pharma. 

Freephone number 0800 137627 

Email: order@martindalepharma.co.uk 

Order code 24306 

 

 

 

 
Please note this is not an exhaustive list. Some information on long-term supply issues can be found on Clinox website. 
 

Supply Issue/ Manufacturer Resupply date  Comment 

Chloral betaine 707mg 
tablets/ Atnah’s 

OOS until n November 2021 • Unlicensed special available through Alliance HC 

Colestipol (Colestid) orange 5g 
granules 
Colestid plain sachets  

OOS until end of May 2021 
 
No resupply date 

• UKMi have prepared a clinical memo containing 
further information on alternative bile-acid 
sequestrants 

Desmopressin (Desmospray) 
10micrograms/actuation nasal 
spray 
Desmopressin (Octim) 
150microgram/actuation nasal 
spray 

OOS until Q3 2023 due to 
recall 

• Desmopressin 10micrograms/actuation nasal spray 
remains available from Aspire Pharma Ltd. 

 

• Unlicensed imports of desmopressin 150micrograms 
per dose nasal spray can be sourced 

Diamorphine 5mg and 10mg 
injection 

Limited supplies • Accord is out of stock of both strengths with no re-
supply date. 

• Wockhardt is expecting resupply of diamorphine 
5mg during May 2021. Limited supplies of 
diamorphine 10mg will be available w/c 3 May 2021. 

Docusate sodium 100mg 
capsules 

Limited supplies until June21 • Docusate sodium 50mg/5ml oral solution remains 
available. 

Donepezil 10mg 
orodispersible tablets 

OOS until the end of June 
2021 

• Brand Aricept Evess remains available 
 

 

 

Supply Issues  

Supply Issues Affecting Primary Care 

mailto:info@veritonpharma.com
mailto:order@martindalepharma.co.uk
https://clinox.info/clinical-support/Medicines/medicines-management/medicine-supply-information.htm
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/shortage-of-bile-acid-sequestrants/
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FemSeven transdermal  
patches 

OOS until Q2 2021 • FemSeven Conti is back in stock 
 

Fentanyl (Instanyl) 100mcg 
and 200mcg nasal sprays 

OOS until July 2021 • Secondary care use only for acute severe pain in 
adolescents at Helen House (End of Life).  

Fluoxetine 30mg &40mg 
capsules/ Advanz 
Fluoxetine 10mg tablets/ 
Endo Ventures 

OOS until late May 2021 
 
OOS until September 2021 

• Fluoxetine 10mg and 20mg capsules remain 
available. 

H2-antagonists/ 
Various brands 

Various updates • Please refer to the local Ranitidine Switch Protocol  
for use in primary care. 

• See here for updates on resupply dates. 

HRT Various updates – largely in 
stock 

• See here for current availability 

Irbesartan 300 mg 
/hydrochlorothiazide 12.5 mg 
(CoAprovel) tablets 

OOS until mid-June 2021. • Irbesartan 300mg tablets are available. An 
alternative thiazide diuretic, bendroflumethiazide 
2.5mg, is available 

Isosorbide Mononitrate 
(Imdur) 60mg modified 
release tablets/ Topridge 

OOS with no confirmed date 
for resupply 

• Parallel imports remain available as well as other 
brands of isosorbide mononitrate 60mg modified 
release tablets. 

Mianserin 10mg tablets/ 
Mylan 

OOS until June 2021 • Unlicensed specials available 

Ophthalmic preparations Various updates • See here for updates on resupply dates. 

Oral contraceptive tablets/  
Various brands 

Various updates  • See here for more information.  

Phenelzine sulphate (Nardil)  
15mg tablets 

Resupply date to be 
confirmed 

• Kyowa Kirin advised Nardil has been divested to Neon 
Healthcare. 

• Unlicensed specials (tablet & capsule) available 

Rifampicin 300mg/isoniazid 
150mg (Rifinah) 
tablets/Sanofi 
DrugsRUs 

OOS until end of May 2021 
 
OOS with no confirmed date 
for resupply 

• There are sufficient supplies of rifampicin 300mg 
capsules and isoniazid 100mg and 50mg tablets to 
support this gap in supply. 

Estradiol hemihydrate (Elleste 
Solo MX) 40microgram and 
80microgram patches 
(Viatris) 

Discontinued • Viatris are discontinuing Elleste Solo MX 40 and 80 
patches in October 2021 and July 2021, respectively. 

Morphine Sulphate (Mst 
Continus) 20mg, 30mg, 60mg, 
100mg And 200mg Prolonged 
Release Granules For Oral 
Suspension 

Discontinued • Alternative morphine presentations, both prolonged 
release and immediate release, remain available   

https://clinox.info/Commissioning/Prescribing/Shortages/Ranitidine%20Switching%20Protocol.pdf
https://psnc.org.uk/our-news/supply-notification-h2-antagonists-cimetidine-famotidine-and-nizatidine/
https://thebms.org.uk/2021/01/british-menopause-society-further-update-on-hrt-supply-shortages-14th-january-2021/
https://www.rcophth.ac.uk/standards-publications-research/quality-and-safety/medicines-safety/drugs-shortages/
https://psnc.org.uk/our-news/medicine-supply-notification-oral-contraceptive-tablets-various-brands/
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A summary of all the drug recalls can be found here. Recent recalls include Ennogen Pharma Ltd Trimethoprim 200mg 

Tablets  and Easyhaler Salbutamol Sulfate 100 micrograms per actuation/200 micrograms per actuation inhalation 

powder inhaler. 

The Commission on Human Medicines considered the reports in the UK and advised that levothyroxine should continue 

to be prescribed generically for most patients. If a patient reports symptoms after their brand of levothyroxine is 

changed, healthcare professionals are advised to consider testing of thyroid function and follow the ‘Advice for 

healthcare professionals’ section 

 

 

Addition of a polyethylene glycol (PEG)-based laxative (osmotic laxatives) to a liquid that has been thickened with a 

starch-based thickener may counteract the thickening action, placing patients with dysphagia at a greater risk of 

aspiration. 

• there have been reports of a possible potential harmful interaction between polyethylene glycol (PEG) laxatives 

and starch-based thickeners when they are mixed together  

• combining the two compounds can counteract the thickening action and result in a thin watery liquid – patients 

with swallowing difficulties (dysphagia) are potentially at a greater risk of aspiration of the thinner liquid 

 

 

 

Drug Safety Updates 

Starch Based Thickeners and Polyethylene glycol based laxatives - warning 
 

So What? 

• avoid directly mixing together PEG laxatives and starch-based thickeners, especially in patients with dysphagia who 

are considered at risk of aspiration such as elderly people and people with disabilities that affect swallowing  

• report suspected adverse drug reactions (ADRs) to the Yellow Card Scheme 

 

Any queries to occg.dietitian@nhs.net 

Levothyroxine: new prescribing advice for patients who experience symptoms on switching between different 

levothyroxine products 

https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts?alert_type%5B%5D=medicines-recall-notification
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/987707/May-2021-DSU-PDF.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drug-safety-update-monthly-newsletter

