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NHS South Central Guidance to Support Cost-effective Choice of 

Growth Hormone (Somatropin) Products 

 
South Central spends in excess of £3.4 million on a range of 7 growth hormone products. 
Most are prescribed on FP10s by GPs and some are delivered to patients via a home care 
service which is usually funded by the manufacturer. The remainder is prescribed by hospital 
clinicians on hospital prescriptions and may also be delivered by a home care service. The 
products currently vary in price from £17.35 - £23.18/mg (drug tariff prices). 
 

 

New patients (children and adults) 
A regional review of the available products has been undertaken and it is recommended that 
patients who are newly eligible for treatment with growth hormone (in accordance with NICE 
guidance) be offered a choice from the two currently most cost-effective preparations: 
 

 Omnitrope    (£17.35/mg) 

 Genotropin   (£17.38/mg) 
 
In certain circumstances a second line treatment may be offered: 
 

 Zomacton ( £19.92/mg) a needle free option reserved for those with needle phobia 

 Saizen  (£21.98/mg) reserved for those who have proven adherence problems 
 
Existing adult patients 
It is recommended that consideration be given to opportunistically switching appropriate 
adult patients to Omnitrope or Genotropin if they are currently using less cost-effective 
options. 
 

 
 
Restricting choice to these products for the majority of patients will ensure the optimum use 
of existing health budgets. 
 
Patients who experience persistent problems with treatment using any of these products 
should have their therapy reviewed. Alternative products, available at higher cost may be 
considered in exceptional circumstances. 
 
Children currently using alternative products should continue with their treatment unless the 
clinician considers it appropriate to change. 
 
It is recommended that this guidance is implemented with immediate effect and reviewed if 
prices subsequently change 
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